Family Night puts IST skills on display
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Five years ago, the IST III class came up with the idea to host Family Night as a way to raise money to sponsor a scholarship for Academy Scholars. Spending four years studying different aspects of engineering the students that are members of the Integrated Systems of Technology Academy had the opportunity to be the lucky winner who will receive the scholarship. This May, at the Academy Graduation Ceremony, a deserving senior will receive the third David Crane IST Academy of Engineering Scholarship.

Furthermore, even though the reasoning behind family night is serious, the event itself, held March 17, was fun for the students. When asked what she expected from IST Family Night, Rachel D., sophomore said, “I’m expecting this to be an opportunity to use and exercise our knowledge and to see how far we have come.”

Jordan L., sophomore, said that he expected “for ‘Half-N-Half’ to win the problem solver and be totally beastie over all other competitors.”  The problem solver was a simple way for money to be raised. Students of the academy were given the choice to make a team, with the cost of five dollars, and attempt to successfully complete the task given to them. This year’s problem solver related to St. Patrick’s Day in the way that the competitors had to fulfill the challenge given by a leprechaun. The students were to make a catapult that shot gold across the room to the leprechaun. The group with the best catapult that shot the furthest won a trophy. 

Also, Family Night allowed IST III students to showcase their creative ideas and inventions. One project called, ‘Electric Music’, presented by Tenia S., senior, and Jose A., junior, portrayed an invention that transferred sound waves and displayed them through a screen on an electrical box. “Family Night is a good time to get together and fellowship with each other. It’s also a great way to showcase what they have learned,” said Laura Bailey, the director of ISTA. 


ISTA Family Night also attracted academy students, both new and old. Freshman entered the building, seeing projects that they are soon going to have to do in the future, and past graduated of the Academy came to visit old teachers and to see how far they all have come. Emily Beahm, a student of NC State, and a member of Jack Britt’s class of 2006, was among the few that returned. “The Academy blessed me with great mentors. Number one thing,” she said, “I came to Jack Britt for the academy.” Beahm also had advice for current students. “Seniors, always follow your heart. Freshman, I advise that you work hard, because it will pay off.” According to Emily, ISTA helps students when it comes to college and a career. 
Bailey also has the same idea. “It helps prepare them. When I was in school, they had things that helped prepare students for a trade. They don’t really have that anymore. So, I feel that IST will help them prepare not just for a specific trade, but for college life and how to be consistent and determined when it comes to working hard,” said Bailey.

The Integrated Systems of Technology Academy is a great tool to have when filling out college applications and resumes, and Family Night was a great way for students to show off all that they have learned and project why they deserved to be in the academy.
