Students, teachers offer tips for safe social networking
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Today, many children, teens, and adults have a social networking site such as Facebook or MySpace. What age, or how mature should a child be, to obtain a social web page and what aspects come along with having one?
Although some websites have a rule stating that one must be a certain age to join, many younger people lie about their age. Erin M., tenth grade, says she first signed up for a social networking page at 15. She said she believes the right age to create a MySpace or Facebook is “at least 15.” Other people had different opinions. Most said 14, and one even said twelve. “I’ve had mine for three years,” said Colon D., tenth grade.


There are also dangers on social networking sites that younger children might not recognize. “Elementary school is way too young,” said biology teacher Anita Castle, “As you grow older you are better to discern predators and actions of others.”
“Lots of drama, and sometimes I’ve known people to stay up all night waiting [for drama.] It becomes a priority in life,” sophomore Nicole C. said. “It gives people opportunities to cyber bully.” 

